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NEW ‘BACKROADS OF iMONTANA’ PREM IERES ON MONTANA PBS
MISSOULA—
An accordion player, a longtime weather observer and a bird artist are featured in the
next episode of "Backroads of Montana," a Montana PBS program that highlights interesting
people, places and events from around the Treasure State.
"Backroads of Montana: Weather, Feathers and Time" premieres at 7 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 18, on Montana PBS, which is on KUFM-TV channel 11 in Missoula, KUSM-TV
channel 9 in Bozeman and AT&T Cable across the state.
"We’re really all over the state during this program," said John Twiggs, who produces
the show along with Gus Chambers, Ray Ekness and host William Marcus. "We’re way up in
the northeast corner in W estby and over to southwest Montana in Butte."
The program begins with the story of Montana’s oldest weather observer. Frank
Cimrhakl of Roy has recorded weather information for the National Weather Service for more
than 63 years, longer than anyone in the Northwest.
Then it’s off to Butte to meet John "The Yank" Harrington, who opens the Butte Folk
Festival with his button accordion. Up next, "Backroads" stops by a scenic waterfall on the
Boulder River near Big Tim ber.
Then the show visits G lentana, where residents have a sense of humor as large as the
Big Sky. Although the town boasts only 12 residents, the place has two exits from the highway
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and one, lone parking meter.
Finally, the show heads to Westby to meet Ted Nordhagen, whose fascination with
birds led to landing friendships and a promising career.
Throughout the show, Marcus will take viewers on a sightseeing tour of Fort Benton,
one of Montana’s oldest towns.
"Backroads of Montana" is produced by The University of Montana-Missoula
Broadcast Media Center and KUFM-TV. The program has won three Program of the Year
awards from the Montana Broadcasters Association and a national Award of Distinction from
the Communicator Awards.
The program is funded by grants from the Greater Montana Foundation, Travel
Montana and UM and is seen around the world as part of the PBS Heartland USA international
broadcasts. It is available on the American Field Guide Web site at www.pbs.org.
Montana PBS is a service of UM and Montana State University-Bozeman.
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